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Writing Learning Objectives

Learning objectives should be measurable, they should begin with a verb that can be measured, e.g. understand is NOT on the list because one’s understanding cannot be readily measured.  The following list is designed to help you create your objectives.  Try to be specific and vary the verbs.  For Example: Identify patients at low and high risk for cardiovascular disease.

Activity



Associated Action Verbs
_____________________________________________________________________________

1. Knowledge


define

write

underline
relate





state

recall

select

repeat





list

recognize
reproduce
describe





name

label

measure
memorize

2. Comprehension

identify
illustrate
explain

classify





justify

represent
judge

discuss





select

name

contrast
compare





indicate
formulate
translate
express

3. Application


predict

choose

construct
apply





select

assess

find

operate





explain

show

use

demonstrate





find

perform
practice
illustrate

4. Analysis


analyze
select

justify

appraise





identify
separate
resolve

question





conclude
compare
contrast
break down





criticize
examine
distinguish
differentiate

5. Synthesis


combine
restate

summarize
précis





argue

discuss

organize
derive





select

relate

generalize
conclude





compose
manage
plan

design

6. Evaluation


judge

evaluate
determine
recognize





support
defend

attack

criticize





identify
avoid

select

choose





attach

rate

assess

value

7. Skills


grasp

handle

move

position





operate

reach

relax

tighten





bend

turn

rotate

start





act

shorten

stretch

perform

8. Attitudes


accept

value

listen

like





challenge
select

favor

receive





judge

question
dispute

reject





praise

attempt

volunteer
decide
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